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BRIEFS

Gate 4 closure
Gate 4 is closed to all vehicular and 

pedestrian traffic until construction is 
completed in December.

During Gate 4 renovation, operat-
ing hours of Gates 2 and 5 will be as 
follows:
Gate 2: 
Open 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
seven days a week
Gate 5:
Open 24 hours 
New Marine Family Meet & Greet

The depot hosts a New Marine 
Family Meet and Greet each Wednes-
day prior to graduation from 5 to 8 
p.m., at the Bay View Restaurant.

This is a chance for families to 
meet other new Marine families and 
depot drill instructors. The event 
price of $21.95 per person entitles the 
purchaser to a buffet dinner. Dinner 
service starts at 6 p.m.

For information and reservations 
go to www.mcrdmeetandgreet.event-
brite.com or call (619) 725-6388.
CG’s Welcome Aboard Brief
     The CG’s Welcome aboard brief 
is scheduled to take place Tuesday, 
Oct. 13 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at Bldg. 14, Personal and Professional 
Development.  The brief is mandatory 
for all newly joined active duty person-
nel. Families are encourage to attend.  
Contact Perlita Rodriguez at (619) 524-
5732 to register for the event. 
Navy Birthday Lunch

 The Navy will be celebrating 
their 240th Birthday with a lunch at 
Duncan Hall on Tuesday, Oct. 14.  A 
cake cutting ceremony is scheduled to 
begin at 10:45 a.m. and lunch will be 
served from 11 to 1 p.m.  The cost is 
$9.05 for all active duty, retirees and 
DoD employees and $6.80 for E-4 and 
below family members. 
College 101 Brief 
      The Education Center is sched-
uled to hold a College 101 brief on 
Wednesday, Oct. 14 from 8 to 9 a.m. 
at the Education Building, Bldg. 111.  
Active duty members must attend the 
brief before applying for tuition assis-
tance.  Contact James Brooks at (619)       
524-1275 to register.   
EFMP Info Hour
     Marine and Family Programs will be 
hosting a brief discussing the Excep-
tional Family Member Program on 
Wednesday, Oct. 14 from noon to 1 p.m.  
The brief will cover how the program 
can help families, how to enroll and 
where to find support.  Contact Allison 
Newcomer at (619) 524-3764 to register.  

Send briefs to:
rdsd_pao@usmc.mil. The Chevron 
staff reserves the right to publish only 
those briefs that comply with Depart-
ment of Defense regulations and the 
standards of the U.S. Government.
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Top STory Land navigaTion

    In today’s age of technology, 
many people don’t know how to 
use a compass or read a map. For 
a Marine, this knowledge must be 
second nature. 
    To hone this skill and  armed with 
compasses and maps, recruits of 
India Company, 3rd Recruit Training 
Battalion, maneuvered through the 
Land Navigation Course at Edson 
Range, Marine Corps Base Camp 
Pendleton, Oct. 1. 
    During Field Week, or week 
seven of recruit training, recruits 
spent time in the hilly terrain of 
learning the basic fundamentals 
of combat. Subjects taught ranged 
from combat formations to land 
navigation. The course is buried 
deep in the mountains covered 
with cacti, bushes and brimming 

Story & Photo by
Cpl. Jericho Crutcher
Chevron staff

A recruit of India Company, 3rd Recruit 
Training Battalion, uses his compass to 
navigate to his next mark during the 
Land Navigation Course at Edson Range, 
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, 
Calif., Oct. 1. Recruits will use these skills  
when they continue their training at the 
School of Infantry.

Recruits get oriented at 
the Crucible

with wildlife. 
    “We received classes before we 
went out to practice the basic skills 
of land navigation,” sais Recruit 
Isaiah J. Thomas. “It’s a lot of 
knowledge to take in, but it is all 
broken down step by step.” 
     The recruits learned how to 
measure ground distance using 
pace count, which is how many 
steps it takes a person to walk a 
known distance. It allowed them 
to keep track of how far they had 
traveled from their starting points. 
   “We were placed in groups of four 
at the starting point,” said Thomas. 
“We were then given six points to 
plot on our maps to locate.” 
    Each navigation point is marked 
with a numbered ammunition can. 
Each group of recruits was given a 
different route to trek. 
    “We were given plenty of time 
to find all the points and after 

seeing how much ground we had 
to cover, I see why,” said Recruit 
Sean R. Riehle. “Once we found 
all of the points, we returned back 
to the beginning to have our work 
reviewed by a drill instructor.”
   Land navigation was an important 
skill to master, but conducting the 
course had much more significance 
than just finding required points. 
   “This is the first time, since the 
beginning of training, we have 
went out on our own to accomplish 
a mission without the drill instruc-
tors,” said Riehle. “It gives us the 
chance to exercise our small unit 
leadership and to take initiative.” 
During recruit training, recruits 
learn how to take charge and lead 
each other both using confidence 
and leadership traits they learned in 
various events.                          
Land navigation is an important 
event that allows recruits to prac-
tice those skills. 

 see COMPASS42
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Company FeaTure

    It is important the foundation of land navigation is 
built safely here. They will be using their new found 
skills again once they are Marines and move on to the 
School of Infantry.
    “When technology fails and we have to break out 
the old school map and compass skills, that could be 
the difference between life or death,” said Thomas. 
“Now that we have the basic knowledge of land navi-
gation, it is our job to always exercise what we’ve 
learned and constantly learn more knowledge on the 
subject.”

     While many recruits find opportunities for 
growth in recruit training, one recruit found it 
through a healthy lifestyle and furthering his 
education even before he arrived at the depot. 
He had his mind set on what he wanted to do, 
and all he had left was to make it happen.
     Private First Class Juan Valenzuela, a native 
of Tracy, Calif., wanted to change his life for the 
better, and he pursued certain goals that would 
get him to where he wanted to be.
    After living in the small town of Tracy for 
four years, Valenzuela and his family moved 
north to Stockton in 2001. He grew up as the 
middle sibling between four older sisters and 
two younger brothers, and fondly remembers 
home being a family-oriented place.
    “I had a big family and a big household,” said 
Valenzuela. “I guess you could say that my fam-
ily life was pretty good for me.”
    When Valenzuela began high school, it wasn’t 
that much of a change for him. He had a lot of 
friends and school was easy for him.
    “I had good grades,” Valenzuela said. “I didn’t 
struggle at all in school; I even participated in 
(the Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps).”
    The program prepares high school students 
for leadership and good citizenship. Valenzuela 
saw JROTC as an opportunity to better himself 
and he took advantage of it.

    During his junior year of high school, Va-
lenzuela realized he wanted to join the United 
States Marine Corps, and that was a goal he 
held onto through high school.
     “It was just something I wanted to try,” said 
Valenzuela. “I learned about it, and I wanted to 
join.”
     While walking through the mall one day, 
Valenzuela met a Marine Corps recruiter, and 
that moment changed his life.
     “I remember him telling me to be at (the of-
fice for physical training with the other poolees) 
that Thursday,” said Valenzuela with a smile.
     There was one thing though, that held 
Valenzuela back from heading to recruit train-
ing- his weight. The Marine Corps has physical 
standards Marines are expected to follow and 
Valenzuela knew he didn’t meet them.
     “I was a little bigger than I wanted to be, so 
I made the decision to make a change,” said 
Valenzuela. “I ran with my cousin, and I went 
to PT at the office with the other poolees, too.”
     Valenzuela dedicated himself not only to losing 
50 pounds, but to furthering his education as well.    
     To pursue that goal, Valenzuela began attend-
ing San Joaquin Delta College. When he was 
physically ready for training, he left for the depot.
     “Before joining I managed to get my basic 
business associates degree,” said Valenzuela.
      The recruit life was tough for Valenzuela, 
and his senior drill instructor saw that within 
the first couple of weeks.
     “I noticed it was a little hard for him during 
the individual runs,” said Sgt. Bernard Gooden, 
senior drill instructor, Fox Company, 2nd 
Recruit Training Battalion. “I remember he fell 
out during one of the runs with a temperature 
of 103 degrees.”
     Valenzuela pushed himself throughout 
recruit training, and he kept improving as the 
weeks went on. He used the progress he saw as 
motivation to not quit.
     “He went from the slowest runner to run-
ning in the middle of groups,” said Gooden. 
“The week before the Crucible he fell out of [the 
physical fitness test], so I kept my eye on him 
and I saw that he kept putting out.”
     He noticed his physical strength improved 
along with his mental endurance. Arriving at 
the depot, he could only complete eight pull-
ups and was able to complete 19 by the end of 

PFC Juan Valenzuela

Reserve Marine pursues military 
and academic goals

training. Through all the hardships and set-
backs, Valenzuela made it through the Crucible 
and will be graduating with Fox Company.
     “He did well,” said Gooden. “He had a good 
work ethic.”
      Valenzuela graduated Oct. 9 and will attend 
Marine Combat Training at Camp Pendleton 
for further training and knowledge. When he 
graduates from there, he will attend school for 
his military occupational specialty where he 
will learn about being motor transportation 
operator.
     Valenzuela is a Reserve Marine and he in-
tends on continuing his education in California. 
He plans to study medical administration and 
also continue with business administration.
Valenzuela takes pride in who the Corps has 
helped him become, and he wants to continue 
to set goals to accomplish in his future.

Private First Class Juan Valenzuela, Fox Company, 2nd 
Recruit Training Battalion, receives his new rank of pri-
vate first class from Staff Sgt. Michael T. Ambrose, drill 
instructor, at Edson Range, Marine Corps Base Camp 
Pendleton, Calif., Oct. 1. Some Marines get promoted 
meritoriously during recruit training for assisting the 
recruiting efforts or for accruing college credits.

Recruits of India Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, 
make their way through the Land Navigation Course at Edson 
Range, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., Oct. 1. After 
determining their pace count, recruits were paired up, given a 
set of coordinates that identified where their ammunition cans 
were located and sent out into the course to find them.



 

Commanding Officer                                                                                Lt. Col.    W. Doctor, Jr.     
Sergeant Major                                                                                         Sgt. Maj. A. O. Osinowo
Battalion Drill Master                                                                                Staff Sgt. J. W. Flesher

SERIES 2121
Series Commander
Capt. J. Nooyen
Chief Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. P. B. Jackson

PLATOON 2122
Senior Drill Instructor
SSgt. K. C. Huang
Drill Instructors 
SSgt. E. C. Lucio
SSgt.  B. F. Sangster
Sgt. S. C. Garcia 

FOX COMPANY

* Indicates Meritorious Promotion

COMPANY F
Commanding Officer
Capt. I. R. O’Leary
Company First Sergeant
1stSgt. C. Gomez

2nd  RECRUIT TRAINING BATTALION

PLATOON 2123  
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. J. F. Orozco
Drill Instructors
SSgt. A. S. Gomez
Sgt. R. E. Bankes
Sgt. D. B. Poganski 

PLATOON 2121 
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. S. A. Pottinger 
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. J. L. Saunders
Sgt.  A. Rodriguez
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SERIES 2525
Series Commander
Capt. C. R. Belton
Chief Drill Instructor
SSgt. A. H. Mendiola

PLATOON 2125
Senior Drill Instructor
SSgt. J. Soto
Drill Instructors
Sgt. M. A. Tooley
Sgt. T. L. Wilson

PLATOON 2126
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. A. W. May Jr.
Drill Instructors
Sgt. M. A. Corredor
Sgt. S. J. Kilpatrick

PLATOON 2127
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. B. Gooden
Drill Instructors
Sgt. M. T. Ambrose
Sgt. J. F. Kenney
Sgt. B. Rugg

COMPANY HONOR MAN
Lance Cpl. S. R. Siete
Walnut, Calif.
Recruited by
Sgt. E. Kim

SERIES HONOR MAN
Pfc. L. G. Urriza
Elk Grove, Calif.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. J. J. Veracruz

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. D. D. Route
Chicago
Recruited by
SSgt. D. Solis

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. J. P. Farrell
Fairfield, Calif. 
Recruited by
Sgt. D. Betts

HIGH SHOOTER (339)
Pvt. J. W. Andrew 
Odessa, Texas
Marksman Instructor
Sgt. Stauffer

HIGH PFT (300)                          
Pvt. D. A. Caswell
Las Vegas
Recruited by
Sgt. F. Valli

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. B. H. Fulmer
Lincoln, Neb. 
Recruited by
SSgt. S. Gipper

Platoon 2125
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Lance Cpl. B. J. Rohrig
Peoria, Ill.  
Recruited by
SSgt. M. Brockhaus

Platoon 2122 Platoon 2128 Platoon 2121 Platoon 2026 Platoon 2127 Platoon 2126 Platoon 2126
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. E. A. Morales
San Jose, Calif. 
Recruited by
Sgt. J. Squares

Platoon 2123

PLATOON 2127
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. B. Gooden
Drill Instructors
Sgt. M. T. Ambrose
Sgt. J. F. Kenney
Sgt. B. Rugg

Platoon 2121
Pvt.    G. Anaya
Pvt.    C. F. Andrade
Pvt.    V. M. Andradegomez
Pvt.    C. A. Ballard
Pfc.    C. A. Berneske
Pvt.    S. P. Bleyhl
Pvt.    M. D. Brandt
Pfc.    J. L. Brewer
Pfc.    M. A. Bryant
Pvt.    C. J. Bulk
Pvt.    Z. J. Carlson
Pvt.    E. Covarrubiasoregel
Pvt.    B. Davila
Pvt.    S. Delatorre
Pvt.    L. M. Denham
Pvt.    B. E. Diaz
Pvt.    O. Diaz
Pvt.    L. J. Dommisse
Pvt.    A. R. Douglass
Pfc.    A. M. Drybread
Pvt.    I. D. Dutanmedina
Pvt.    L. Esparzavelazquez
Pvt.    R. A. Estrada
Pvt.    M. J. Foote Jr.
Pfc.    J. S. Garcia Jr.
Pfc.    A. Garcia
Pvt.    L. J. Gilder
Pvt.    K. J. Gilfillan
Pfc.    J. A. Gillum
Pfc.    B. M. Gordon
*Pfc.   D. B. Grace
Pfc.    J. A. Gutierrez
Pvt.    J. R. Hall
Pvt.    J. E. Hasty
Pvt.    J. J. Haymond
Pvt.    A. J. Haynes
Pfc.     J. R. Hernandez
Pvt.     J. G. Hernandez
*Pfc.   I. J. Johnson
Pfc.    D. Kapic
*Pfc.  A. R. Keeton
Pvt.    A. A. Keller
Pvt.    N. S. Lenglinglipp
Pfc.    A. B. Lewis
Pvt.    D. B. Lewis
*Pfc.   J. M. Lopez
Pfc.    R. C. Loy
Pfc.    J. E. Macatangay
Pvt.    R. M. Machlet
Pfc.    R. K. Mack
Pvt.    L. S. Mazur
Pvt.    A. D. Medina
Pvt.    R. A. Montano
Pvt.    G. T. Morenojimenez
Pvt.    K. V. Morris

*Pfc.  N. S. Navarro
Pvt.    K. D. Newman
Pfc.    J. A. Obrien
Pvt.    W. C. Olson
Pvt.    C. D. Park
Pvt.    M. J. Pedraza
Pvt.    E. J. Perez
Pfc.    A. R. Powell
Pvt.    L. E. Priegozurita
Pvt.    J. T. Ramey
Pfc.    R. W. Reidhead
Pfc.    N. J. Reyes
Pvt.    J. D. Reynolds
Pvt.    T. W. Reynolds
Pfc.    M. N. Robel
Pvt.    T. G. Rosa
Pfc.    D. D. Route
Pvt.    K. J. Samuels
Pvt.    J. A. Santangelo
Pvt.    T. W. Schumann
Pvt.    N. S. Semmann
Pfc.    H. A. Soto
Pfc.    T. J. Stanfield
Pfc.    K. H. Stephens
Pvt.    A. Tellezmendoza
Pfc.    A. Thitikunakorn
Pvt.    M. A. Torre

PLATOON 2122
Pvt.    K. L. Bennington
Pvt.    D. R. Brady
Pvt.    S. A. Brown
Pvt.    J. M. Bruening
Pvt.    P. E. Burkett
Pvt.    C. J. Busick
Pvt.    F. J. Cabrera
Pvt.    K. J. Cashcosta
Pfc.    U. Castillo
Pfc.    D. R. Compton
Pvt.    G. C. Corkins
Pfc.    O. I. Davila
Pvt.    G. L. Derwin
Pfc.    F. A. Diaz
Pvt.    J. C. Downing
Pvt.    M. H. Dubose
Pvt.    R. S. Dui
Pvt.    M. R. Duransantillan
Pvt.    F. Ferrer
Pvt.    O. Gandarameraz
Pvt.    I. R. Garcia
Pfc.    J. A. Garciamendoza
Pvt.    A. Gonzalez
Pvt.    C. Gonzalezperez
Pvt.    R. C. Gray
Pvt.    E. R. Graysweeney
Pfc.    J. P. Gross

Pvt.    J. A. Gross
Pfc.    B. K. Greenman                                  
Pvt.    J. F. Gutamajara
Pvt.    A. J. Hardy
Pfc.    J. R. Harris
Pvt.    G. Hernandezmenchaca
Pvt.    A. A. Herrera
Pvt.    T. T. Hunt
Pvt.    N. M. Ichen
Pvt.    R. J. Isaac
Pvt.    N. J. Jacobs 
Pfc.    A. Jimenez
Pvt.    C. R. Jurado  
Pfc.    B. A. Kazmierczak
Pfc.    J. S. King
Pfc.    T. J. Korotzer
Pfc.    T. J. Kowalik
Pfc.    K. M. Kurz
Pfc.    S. W. Lawson
Pfc.    D. Q. Le
Pvt.    L. T. Lobb
Pfc.    N. L. Longacre
Pfc.    T. A. Lotz
Pfc.    M. Magadan
Pfc.    E. G. Martinez Jr.
Pfc.    S. P. Masloski
Pvt.    T. R. Masters
Pvt.    K. H. Mayagee
Pvt.    M. A. Mayers
Pvt.    M. A. Mcclain II
*Pfc.  M. Mcvey
Pvt.    S. A. Mendoza
Pvt.    T. D. Mooney
Pvt.    E. A. Ndiaye Jr.
Pfc.    A. B. Neoh
Pfc.    T. W. Nichols
Pvt.    J. A. Nunez
Pvt.    R. A. Osorio
Pvt.    C. M. Paradee
*Pvt.  D. Payan
Pfc.     J. F. Polzin
Pvt.    A. Portillo
Pfc.    D. M. Ramirez
Pvt.    E. Ramos
Pfc.    O. Renteria
Pvt.    J. Reyes
Pfc.    I. M. Reyesesquer
*Pfc.  I. Rivera
Pvt.    S. Romo
*Pvt.   I. A. Salas
*Lance Cpl.    C. R. Siete
Pvt.    C. J. Sirias
*Pfc.  N. A. Stasse
Pvt.    A. A. Telles
Pfc.    G. C. Terrell
Pvt.    D. P. Tierney

Pvt.    J. E. Trejo
Pvt.    J. D. Treto
Pvt.    E. Valles
Pfc.    A. Viana
Pvt.    T. S. Watters

PLATOON 2123
Pvt.    H.R. Abdullah 
Pvt.    J.S. Adams 
Pvt.    C. Aguilar 
Pfc.    A. L. Arceneaux 
Pvt.    O. Arredondo
Pvt.    H. G. Atha 
Pvt.    A. J. Barajas 
Pfc.    C. J. Barnett 
Pfc.    A. D. Bellamy 
Pvt.    J. B. Benson III 
Pvt.    A. J. Bittner 
Pvt.    P. T. Bledsoe 
Pfc.    N. R. Booms 
Pvt.    H. A. Breedlove 
Pfc.    B. Burton
*Pfc.   J. Camacho 
*Pfc.  C. M. Capella 
Pvt.    H. Chen 
Pvt.    A. Cortes
Pvt.    K. E. Crossland 
Pvt.    A. Desantiagogonzalez
Pfc.    S. E. Durrell
Pvt.    M. L. Ebersole 
Pfc.    M. Farmer
Pfc.    A. S. Faulconer 
Pvt.    F. A. Fislar 
Pfc.    C. A. Flores 
Pvt.    G. R. Garcia 
Pfc.    J. R. Gerszewski 
Pvt.    A. S. Glenn 
Pvt.    J. O. Gonzalez 
Pfc.    M. T. Griffin 
Pfc.    A. Guan 
Pvt.    R. Hernandez III
Pfc.    T. J. Hill 
Pfc.    C. W. Howe 
Pfc.    K. A. Ingram 
Pvt.    J. D. James 
Pvt.    K. S. Kay 
Pvt.    C. J. Keisel 
Pfc.    J. R. Larsen
Pvt.    D. H. Matchain 
Pvt.    J. C. Mejia 
Pvt.    M. A. Melgoza 
Pvt.    S. G. Mendez 
Pfc.    J. G. Mendozaanalco 
Pfc.    R. A. Mendozarivera 
Pvt.    E. Meza 
Pvt.    J. J. Miller 

*Pfc.  J. D. Miramontes 
Pfc.    G. A. Molina 
Pfc.    E. A. Morales 
Pvt.    D. Murillo 
Pvt.    D. R. Nichols Jr. 
Pvt.    J. A. Nowling 
*Pfc.  T. J. Olson 
Pvt.    T. J. Ortiz 
Pvt.    B. D. Owens 
Pvt.    J. N. Panella 
Pvt.    A. S. Parker 
Pfc.    D. H. Patterson II 
Pfc.    F. B. Patterson 
Pfc.    L. J. Pfitzner 
Pvt.    D. J. Polk 
Pfc.    J. A. Proano
*Pfc.  A. M. Quezada 
Pvt.    G. L. Ramirez Jr. 
Pvt.    T. S. Ramos 
Pfc.    T. S. Robinson 
Pfc.    C. D. Rodriguez 
Pfc.    J. I. Rodriguez 
Pvt.    J. C. Rollness 
Pvt.    D. A. Salcido 
Pfc.    L. A. Sierra 
Pfc.    D. W. Sigdestad 
Pvt.    J. S. Solano 
Pvt.    K. D. Stadick 
Pvt.    L. C. Vaughn 
Pvt.    E. I. Velazquez 
Pfc.    J. K. Walser
Pfc.    J. A. Weibel 
Pvt.    B. M. Wilson 
Pvt.    D. M. Woldemichael 

PLATOON 2125      
Pvt.    D. M. Bright
*Pfc.  A. Carbajal
Pfc.    K. D. Chaplin
Pvt.    T. Choe
Pvt.    J. M. Clark
Pvt.    B. N. Coleman
Pvt.    J. M. Cotten
Pfc.    J. Covarrubias
Pvt.    E. J. Deathrage
Pfc.    A. N. Donaghey
*Pfc.  J. K. Evavold
Pfc.    V. J. Fabela
Pfc.    J. P. Farrell
Pvt.    A. S. Florescuenca
Pvt.    D. R. Frazier
Pvt.    R. S. Fultz
Pfc.    J. E. Gallegos
Pvt.    J. A. Garcia
Pvt.    A. E. George
Pfc.    S. A. Gleason

Pvt.    T. L. Golding
Pvt.    S. K. Grecu
Pvt.    J. L. Hagert
Pfc.    L. A. Haro
Pfc.    A. A. Herder
Pfc.    B. E. Hermes
Pvt.    I. D. Herrera
Pvt.    M. R. Herrera
Pvt.    C. L. Hoang
Pfc.    E. D. Horn
Pvt.    T. J. Hunt
Pfc.    K. R. Hysell
Pfc.    J. J. James
Pfc.    W. V. Johnson
Pvt.    B. J. Jones
Pvt.    C. J. King
Pfc.    C. R. Lemons IV
*Pfc.  J. A. Lunsford
Pfc.    L. J. Maher
Pvt.    R. A. Maldonado
Pfc.    R. D. Marmion IV
Pfc.    M. S. Martinez Jr.
Pvt.    A. L. Mccrary
Pvt.    J. K. Mcdaniel
Pfc.    F. R. Medina
Pfc.    J. D. Moore
Pvt.    J. A. Moreno
Pvt.    J. R. Nazimek
Pfc.    P. A. Newcomer
Pfc.    T. N. Nicholas
Pfc.    D. A. Obrien Jr.
Pvt.    D. T. Oconnor
Pfc.    P. W. Oreilly
Pfc.    J. T. Ornelas
Pvt.    R. G. Ornelas III
Pfc.    A. R. Palmer
Pfc.    A. G. Pelkey
Pvt.    M.A. Peoples
Pfc.    H. V. Phan
Pfc.    M. A. Quinonezrojas
Pfc.    H. D. Rascon
Pfc.    A. Z. Richardson
Pvt.    J. S. Roberts
Pvt.    E. R. Robinson
Pfc.    T. M. Rodrigues
Pvt.    B. A. Rojas
Pvt.    B. T. Rose
Pfc.    B. R. Ross
*Pfc.  K. A. Rubio
Pvt.    A. M. Ruiz
Pfc.    P. A. Salas
Pvt.    G. Sanchez
Pvt.    R. A. Sanchezdelacruz
Pvt.    L. D. Sheffield
Pfc.    C. D. Sheriff
Pvt.    A. R. Shugarman
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*Pfc.  T. P. Spencer
Pvt.    T. J. Springer
Pvt.    B. A. Staab
Pfc.    M. J. Steigerwald
Pvt.    G. A. Stewart
Pvt.    D. A. Sweeney
Pfc.    S. A. Tallon
Pvt.    A. R. Thomas
Pfc.    N. M. Vance
Pvt.    J. A. Werner
Pfc.    C. W. Whitecotton
Pvt.    M. A. Wilkes
Pvt.    D. M. Wright
Pvt.    R. T. Zakariasen

PLATOON 2126
Pfc.    S. A. Abreo
*Pfc.  J. D. Adeva
Pvt.    V. E. Agustinmartin  
Pfc.    M. M. Aldinger
Pfc.    G. P. Amos
Pvt.    J. W. Andrews
Pvt.    K. F. Anspach
Pvt.    M. Aragon
Pvt.    N. K. Archuleta
Pvt.    E.P. Atherton
Pfc.    G. R. Bachorski
Pvt.    F. C. Bailey III
*Pfc. C. Baltazar
Pvt.    F. Barrera
Pfc.    J. A. Barron Jr.
Pvt.    C. M. Benz
Pfc.    L.B. Beyda
Pvt.    C. J. Black
Pvt.    D. L. Blevins
Pvt.    W. P. Bonds Jr.
Pvt.    G. Bordallo
Pvt.    H. B. Boykin
Pvt.    J. C. Boykin
Pvt.    L. T. Brady
Pvt.    C. R. Branum
Pvt.    R. J. Buchfeller
Pvt.    J. A. Castelloncruz
Pfc.    A. Castillojimenez
Pfc.    D. A. Caswell
Pfc.    M. A. Championflores
Pvt.    A. S. Clark
Pvt.    G. A. Collins
Pvt.    B. D. Colston

Pfc.    G. A. Corona
Pfc.    S. E. Curl
Pfc.    J. N. Cyrus
Pvt.    J. M. Dallman
Pfc.    J. M. Dalton
Pfc.    G. J. Delgado
Pvt.    M. T. Deloach
Pvt.    G. N. Farrelly
Pfc.    B. H. Fulmer
Pvt.    A. J. Galvan
Pfc.    C. Garcia Jr.
Pvt.    A. A. Garcia
Pvt.    J. R. Garciaadame II
Pvt.    J. C. Gonzales
*Pfc.  D. L. Griggs
Pfc.    C. L. Honea
Pvt.    J. A. Horton
Pvt.    A. Jara
Pvt.    N. M. Kline
Pvt.    S. Kumar
Pvt.    K. M. Leach
Pvt.    S. R. Lett
Pvt.    M. C. Longo
Pfc.    L. A. Lopez
Pfc.    L. C. Low
Pvt.    A. Lukso
Pvt.    E. V. Lunavillasana
Pvt.    S. A. Lynn
Pfc.    J. G. Macumber
Pvt.    E. V. Magana
Pvt.    T. M. Marlow
Pvt.    C. J. Martin
Pvt.    S. J. Martin
Pvt.    D. Martinez
Pfc.    S. A. Martinez
*Pfc.  M. H. Mckay
Pvt.    C. C. Mckenzie
Pvt.    R. J. Mclain
Pfc.    E. Merazcruz
Pvt.    T. S. Moore
Pfc.    D. L. Morgan
Pfc.    J. Moua
Pvt.    T. D. Mulvhill
Pfc.    F. Munguiaandrade
Pfc.    D. Pinagomez
Pvt.    E. Romantiburcio
Pvt.    M. Ron
Pvt.    C. R. Sandoval
Pvt.    D. A. Sands

*Pfc.  S. M. Saul
Pfc.    G. A. Schier
Pvt.    S. N. Siolo
Pfc.    C. D. Swope
Pvt.    B. J. Tibbett
Pfc.    E. D. Torres
Pfc.    A. Toscano
Pvt.    J. A. Valenciavargas
Pvt.    T. E. Wagner
Pvt.    H. A. Young
Pfc.    E. I. Zepedalizarraga

PLATOON 2127
Pfc.    A. T. Ballard
Pvt.    J. Barreracastrejon
Pfc.    T. R. Bigger
Pvt.    N. T. Blonsky
Pvt.    J. T.  Braden
Pvt.    A. R. Camacho
Pvt.    A. A. Camacho
Pvt.    J. S. Cannon
Pfc.    C. A. Chicas
Pvt.    J. Cisneros Jr.
Pfc.    C. L. Clark
Pfc.    A. B. Completodelgado
Pvt.    I. J. Corichi
Pvt.    G. K. Crawford
Pvt.    J. J. Cruz
Pvt.    T. J. Dalton
Pfc.    C. A. Davis
Pvt.    C. M. Delarosa
Pvt.    A. J. Duenas
Pvt.    S. M. Ealey
Pvt.    J. Escobedo
Pvt.    B. D. Fittje
*Pfc.  J. Fleming
Pvt.    J. H. Flores II
*Pfc.   S. I. Gandara
Pfc.    J. M. Gange
Pvt.    M. S. Ghukasyan
Pvt.    D. A. Harr
Pfc.    A. D. Hernandez
Pfc.    S. T. Hobson
Pvt.    C. N. Howell
Pvt.    C. D. Hubble
Pfc.    J. E. Johnson
Pfc.    C. Kedjejian
Pvt.    W. D. King
Pvt.    J. E. Lampani Jr.

Pvt.    J. A. Levall
Pvt.    T. D. Long
Pvt.    A. J. Lopez
Pvt.    R. J. Magana
Pvt.    J. N. Magee
Pvt.    J. L. Miles
Pvt.    S. F. Mireles
*Pfc.  L. A. Montes
Pvt.    N. C. Mullendunham
Pfc.    N. J. Norris
Pvt.    A. S. Nuber
Pvt.    A. Olivares
Pvt.    J. S. Ortiz
Pvt.    K. A. Palacios
Pfc.    R. A. Paras
Pvt.    S. B. Party
Pvt.    R. M. Patel
Pvt.    C. J. Pennington
Pfc.    C. W. Peredo
Pvt.    A. K. Peter            
Pvt.    M. K. Quinn Jr.
Pvt.    M. E. Quintanilla
Pfc.    J. Reilley
Pfc.    L. A. Rodas
Pfc.    D. J. Rodriguez 
Pfc.    E. Rodriguezfigueroa
Pvt.    D. M. Roehrborn
*Pfc.  B. J. Rohrig
Pfc.    J. A. Samaniego
Pvt.    J. G. Sanders
Pvt.    I. Santisteban
Pfc.    S. C. Schoolfield Jr.
Pvt.    D. I. Somilleda
Pvt.    A. N. Soto
Pvt.    D. A. Stolte
Pvt.    J. S. Swindall
Pvt.    R. Torresvasquez
Pvt.    M. A. Trujillo
Pfc.    V. L. Urickbrokus
Pvt.    E. S. Valdivieso
Pfc.    J. Valenzuela
Pvt.    J. A. Vela
Pfc.    O. T. Villagomez
Pvt.    A. J. Vizurraga
*Pfc.  D. L. Warren
Pvt.    B. J. Westfall
Pvt.    T. J. Westhoff
Pvt.    A. J. Weston
Pvt.    H. S. Willis

Pvt.    N. Z. Woerner
Pvt.    M. A. Yensen
Pvt.    T. W. Young
Pvt.    L. M. Zaragoza
Pvt.    S. J. Zimmerman 

PLATOON 2128
Pvt.    C. A. Aceves
Pvt.    L. M. Anderson
Pvt.    L. Arvizu
Pvt.    O. A. Avinaceja
Pfc.    M. A. Ayondiaz
Pvt.    A. M. Baltunis 
Pfc.    J. M. Bartley
Pvt.    P. J. Berg
Pfc.    B. O. Brandes
Pfc.    D.W. Brewer
Pvt.    C. S. Carr
Pfc.    S. Chea
Pvt.    A. V. Chen
Pvt.    N. M. Clark
Pvt.    J. A. Coronado
Pvt.    T. W. Cross
Pvt.    J. Cruz
Pfc.    E. Cuencalopez
Pvt.    F. M. Donovan
Pvt.    J. E. Duarte
Pfc.    J. L. Duran
Pvt.    L. W. Ewing
Pvt.    S. M. Farouk
*Pfc.  K. D. Faulkner
Pvt.    T. O. Foster
Pvt.    C. B. Franklandsearby
Pfc.    A. M. Friend
Pvt.    H. K. Frost
Pvt.    C. R. Frovarp
Pfc.    J. Gaytan
Pvt.   C. L. Gill
Pfc.    L. E. Gocong
Pvt.    M. Gomezpinedo
Pvt.    C. A. Gomoll
Pvt.    J. T. Gray
Pvt.    W. E. Hacker
*Pfc.  Z. K. Harlow
Pvt.    W. O. Hatley
Pvt.    J. D. Heikes
Pfc.    B. L. Herrington
Pfc.    T. D. Holscher
Pvt.    T. L. Irvine

Pvt.    D. R. Johnson
Pvt.    Z. E. Johnson
Pvt.    J. L. Jones Jr.
Pfc.    J. A. Jones
Pvt.    C. W. Karas
Pvt.    J. R. Kellogg
Pvt.    C. L. Kissel
Pvt.    G. M. Lane
Pvt.    E. B. Laxo
*Pfc.  A. J. Lee
Pvt.    N. T. Lindhorst
Pfc.    G. E. Lopez
Pfc.    A. Lunacastillo 
Pfc.    D. D. Mann
Pvt.    W. A. Martin Jr.
Pfc.    C. M. Morales
Pfc.    D. R. Onarheim
*Pfc.  J. B. Partridge
Pvt.    D. R. Patterson
Pfc.    C. T. Peck
Pvt.    K. J. Pope
Pfc.    L. E. Rasaphangthong
Pvt.    A. A. Reach
Pfc.    B. R. Reno
Pvt.    E. J. Reynolds
Pvt.    A. R. Romero III
Pvt.    M. Salido
Pfc.    J. M. Santos
Pvt.    J. A. Santos
Pfc.    E. S. Schuldt
Pvt.    W. J. Sipes
Pvt.    R. D. Slater
Pvt.    I. Sosa
Pvt.    J. A. Sotodelgado
Pvt.    D. J. Spangler
*Pfc.  D. A. Stillwagon
Pvt.    A. L. Stryker
Pfc.    H. T. Tran
Pvt.    Q. G. Tran
Pfc.    L. G. Urriza
Pvt.    R. Valencia
Pvt.    N. A. Washburn
Pvt.    M. E. Weiler
Pfc.    Z. E. Zabawa 

Semper Fi, 
Marines!

     MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP LEJEUNE, 
N.C. --  Marines and sailors with 1st Bat-
talion, 8th Marine Regiment, conducted 
scenario-based training at the Infantry Im-
mersion Trainer in preparation for their up-
coming deployment to Africa, aboard Camp 
Lejeune, Sept 28-Oct 1, 2015.
     The Infantry Immersion Trainer is a 
scenario-based Military Operation in Urban 
Terrain training center. With actual buildings 
and walls built up, the warehouse is trans-
formed into a life-like village similar to what a 
Marine would encounter in an African village.
     “The training is being conducted to better 
train these Marines and sailors with em-
bassy reinforcement and tactical recovery 
of personnel,” said Vince Soto, the Infantry 
Immersion Trainer site lead.
     When the scenario started, the Marines 
entered a small entryway and met with role-
players acting as a foreign army. The Marines 

1/8 conducts training in preparation for SPMAGTF-LCE Africa deployment

A Marine holds security while other personnel assigned to 1st Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment interact 
with role players acting as key African leaders at the Infantry Immersion Trainer at Marine Corps Base 
Camp Lejeune, N.C., Sept. 30, 2015. The training is designed to better prepare them for their upcoming 
deployment with Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force-Logistical Command Element Africa.

pare and understand what we need to do and 
how we can interact with the military prior to 
us arriving.”
     The training allowed the unit to under-
stand what they can expect when they arrive 
in Africa.
    “Another huge benefit we got from this 
training was [practicing] how to deal with 
key leader engagements,” Klein said. 
   The Marines said they walked away from 
the training with a better understanding of 
what to expect during their deployment and 
more confidence in their upcoming mission.
     “The Marines did great,” Klein said. “I was 
most impressed with how well the Marines 
knew the individual skills they have been 
taught. We wanted to conduct an improvised 
explosive device-training lane to instruct 
the foreign military on things to look for 
when encountering IEDs. My guys were able 
to make mock IEDs and place them on the 
ground in very little time and executed the 
training in such a timely manner that I was 
really impressed.”

Marines with 1st Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment meet with role players 
acting as an African army at the Infantry Immersion Trainer at Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., Sept. 30, 2015. The training is designed 
to better prepare them for their upcoming deployment with Special 
Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force-Logistical Command Element 
Africa.

made their way into the village 
after a few minutes of con-
versing, where they set up a 
safety perimeter and engaged 
the mock army with various 
classes and demonstrations on 
Marine Corps tactics.
     “I think the training that 
the Marines are going through 
is priceless,” Soto said. “The 
feedback I get from the units 
that come through the IIT 
is that this training can’t be 
replicated by training any-
where else with such life-like 
scenarios.”
     The IIT is just one way 
these Marines are able to bet-
ter train and equip themselves 
with the skills needed for their 
upcoming deployment with Special Purpose 
Marine Air-Ground Task Force-Logistical 
Command Element Africa. 
     “This is great training,” said 1st Lt. Justin 

Klein, a platoon 
commander with 
the unit. “[The 
unit] got a lot out 
of it. Working 
with interpret-
ers and dealing 
with a military 
that does not 
speak the same 
language in a 
scenario-based 
training situation 
prior to arriving 
in country is a 
huge step in the 
right direction for 
us. This will allow 
us to better pre-


